[Gas embolism during protective ventilation for acute respiratory distress syndrome].
A 34-year-old woman with toxic coma developed inhalation pneumonia complicated by the acute respiratory distress syndrome. Marked parenchymal destruction and recurrent pneumothorax occurred despite protective ventilation. Altered consciousness persisted after sedative withdrawal, and the patient subsequently died. Computed tomography revealed multiple cerebral, renal and splenic infarcts. The only identified cause of systemic embolism was multiple gas embolisms. We discuss the physiopathological mechanisms, and the diagnostic and therapeutic management of such patients.